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The 2026 meeting of the Shenzhen Global Marine Economy Forum

Hosted by Shenzhen Port Group, Shenzhen Ocean Development Bureau, the Global Ocean Capital Promotion Council of Shenzhen

Shenzhen World Exhibition & Convention Center 22 - 23 October 2026

Public program as of 22 July 2026
 

	Thursday 22 October 2026
14:00 - 18:30 (Shenzhen time)

	12:30 - 
On-going
	Registration of participants


	13:30 - 14:15

	Official opening ceremony


	14:25 - 15:40
Plenary 1 



	[bookmark: _Hlk146891957][bookmark: _Hlk143096686][bookmark: _Hlk140656938]What growth potential for the blue economy - and China’s part of it - in the next five years? 
The marine economy is today estimated at 3 to 6 trillion US dollars and is expected to keep expanding. While, globally, the sector is expected to continue to grow annually at 4-6%, over the next five years China’s Compound Annual Growth Rate is estimated at 5–8% for the same period. However, ensuring the sustainability of ocean resources is a key condition and an absolute priority if the blue economy is to realize its full potential as an ever more important source of prosperity and social development. 
· What factors will be most impactful in the coming years in driving the expansion of the blue economy globally and in China?
· What sectors of China’s blue economy are expected to have the greatest growth potential by 2030? 
· What a sustainable long-term growth of the marine economy will require from governments, corporations, and the academic community?


	[bookmark: _Hlk150418111]15:50 - 17:00
Plenary 2

	Ports and logistics as decarbonization drivers
The last few years have seen the transformation of ports from being cargo handling operations to green energy and logistics hubs playing a new role in reducing emissions across shipping and logistics and reducing the carbon footprint of supply chains. Ports are adapting their infrastructure to supply ships with green fuel – a key function for the decarbonization of shipping. Another crucial element in the greening of ports and logistics is the leveraging of digitization and AI for optimization of operations to reduce traffic congestion. This leveraging of frontier technologies is also allowing ports to get gradually integrated into end-to-end green supply chains, thus reducing the overall carbon footprint. 
· Where does China stand in the implementation of its strategy for the greening of its ports and logistics? 
· What key assets can China leverage in being a front runner in the decarbonization of ports and logistics? 
· What steps from green ports to “smart green ports” combining digitalization and decarbonization?
· What actions to reduce the significant regional disparities in the use of clean energy?


	17:00 - 18:00 

	AWARDS CEREMONY

	Friday 23 October 2026
08:45 - 17:00 (Shenzhen time)
                                                                                   

	09:00 -
On-going
	Registration of participants


	09:15 - 10:30
Plenary 3


	[bookmark: _Hlk176508769][bookmark: _Hlk176507349][bookmark: _Hlk146270283]What to expect for Asia’s Blue economy from the APEC Summit in Shenzhen?

Although marine economy is not a specific official item on the agenda of the November 2026 APEC Summit in Shenzhen, one can expect that this increasingly important sector of the global and China’s economy will be part of the leaders’ discussions on the key domains on the agenda of the Summit. The role of the marine economy and the important implications for its different components could hardly be ignored when addressing the topic of supply chains and connectivity or of energy, and food security, or trade and regional integration. 
· What kind of advances could be hoped for on the issues of policy coordination and transparency so important for the marine economy?
· How could the forthcoming APEC Summit achieve progress on the issue of making regional supply chains more resilient to shocks and disruptions?
· What actions can APEC members adopt to increase the sustainability of the marine economy and – in so doing – accelerate the path towards a green economy?


	[bookmark: _Hlk144737217]10:45 -12:00
Plenary 4
	Corporate and policy Initiatives to accelerate the decarbonization of maritime industry 
The last few years have seen a decisive shift towards the greening of the shipping and logistics industry. The shipping industry's biggest companies are investing billions and billions of dollars in emissions-reducing investments as decarbonization is now become a priority for the world’s shipping companies, ports and logistics operators to help achieve the International Maritime Organization (IMO) 2050 zero emission goal.  

· Dealing with the challenges involved in relying on new fuel options, such as biofuels, methanol, hydrogen and ammonia.
· How can digital optimization reduce the carbon footprint of the shipping industry?
· Will Financing options expand enough to help operators sustain the costs of an accelerated decarbonization process?
· What is the status of legislation and policies on shipping decarbonization promulgated by China working at the national and local levels? What actions taken? What issues to be addressed?


	12:00 - 13:30
	Lunch break

	13:30 - 14:15
Plenary 5

	Leveraging the latest technology advances in the marine renewable energy sector  

The offshore renewable energy sector has been evolving quite significantly over the last two years with new developments such as wave energy converters, Ocean Thermal Energy Conversion, floating wind turbines, etc. being implemented. Another quite important new development is the emergence of hybrid offshore energy systems, putting together different energy sources on the same platform. 

· What new technologies beyond offshore wind are advancing the fastest?
· How to get many projects which are still at a pre-commercial or subsidized to move into profitability?
· What answers to the issues of High costs, grid connection and transmission infrastructure, environmental impact ?


	[bookmark: _Hlk150499064]14:30 - 15:45
Plenary 6











	Meet the startups pushing the frontiers of marine technology innovation

Startups play a crucial role in China’s marine technology ecosystem not as a dominant player but as an innovation driver. Their ability for rapid experimentation, their search for digital disruption, their willingness to explore unconventional ideas, and their agility in a sector where established companies move more slowly have allowed Chinese startups to inject new technologies in major domains of the marine economy contributing to build the notion of Shenzhen as China’s “marine Silicon Valley”.

· What actions to increase funding for marine technology startups whose domain requires substantive upfront investment and longer-term return on investment? 
· How to increase the involvement of marine technology startups to large national projects mostly reserved to SOEs?
· How to streamline the web of regulations and the tortuous certification process to accelerate the move from prototype to scalable, marketable production?


	14:00 - 16:00
By-invitation only

	Private Roundtable discussion

Increasing the resilience of marine supply chains 

80 to 90% of global trade is transported through marine routes and supply chains. Several developments in the recent years have highlighted the vulnerability of global supply chains to various sources of disruptions, whether created by pandemics, impact of climate change, geopolitical issues and trade frictions. What can be done to address an issue which is looming large on the much-needed stability and predictability of international trade?

· How to leverage the capabilities of new technologies to increase the “shock absorption” capabilities of smart ports?
· What initiatives to develop policies coordination to help protect critical maritime choke points?
· Developing Data sharing platforms among ports, shipping lines, logistics operators to reduce reaction time to disruptions.


	15:45 - 16:50
Plenary 7
	Expanding the Use of New Financial Instruments for Marine Activities
A great number of ocean sustainability projects such as marine conservation, sustainable fisheries, coastal resilience to climate change but also the development of green shipping and logistics have difficulties attracting the funding they need, despite their importance for the future of the oceans. The gap between the resources available and the financing needs to be bridged. New forms of finance such as blue bonds and blue loans are now used for an increasing number of projects. However, several issues constraining the full development of blue finance remain, such as regulatory uncertainties, a higher risk profile associated with many ocean-related projects.  

· What is needed to direct more private capital flows towards Blue finance?
· How to Manage investors’ exposure to ocean-related uncertainties and risk? What approach to risk mitigation?
· What kind of policy framework and regulatory support would facilitate the expansion of Blue Finance instruments?
· What best ways to blend public and private capital at scale?


	16:50 - 17:00
	Concluding remarks: Highlights from The 2026 meeting of the Shenzhen Global Marine Economy Forum
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